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Odessa 
& Balinas’s Own Words 


With just over a million people, Odesa is Ukraine’s fourth-largest 
city. Set in the country’s south along the Black Sea coast, Odesa 
was founded in the late 18th century as a Russian naval fortress. 
For many years in the mid-19th century, it was a free port, 
becoming home to a multinational populace. In 1905, it was the 
site of a major Russian Revolution uprising by crew members of 
the Battleship Potemkin. The nice old town area has a beautiful 
opera house, and the city has many great beaches. 


"I learned about my assignment to play in the Odesa tournament 
from FIDE deputy president Florencio Campomanes in 
Amsterdam, Holland. The Soviet invitation was probably the first 
ever made to a Filipino player." 


"When Bilek got out of the hospital, he decided to go back to 
Hungary." 


"The pain began the previous night when I drank a small bottle 
of Russian wine labeled "Madera." It contained 19 percent 
alcohol. I just wanted to get a good night's rest so I drank it 
while reviewing some of Plachetka's games from the "Sahovski 
Informator" and the tournament bulletin. Only when I felt 
stomach pain again did I try to look for the kind old man from the 
Soviet Sports Committee. I sympathized with Lutikov because it 
seemed to me that he could not win his fight against the bottle. It 
had already affected his professional chess life. The Soviet Chess 
Federation would no longer allow him to go out of the country to 
play, I was told, because of his drinking habits, but Lutikov is still 
a great player." 


"I arrived in Moscow at 7 a.m. on July 28 (Wednesday). A man 
from the Soviet Sports Committee accompanied me to a domestic 
airport for my flight to Odesa that same morning. In his halting 
English, he told me he had a Grandmaster friend named 


Polugaevsky. He spoke highly of him. I gave him two packs of 
Dunhill cigarettes and 10 cigars. He told me he would phone 
Polugaevsky the next day and give some cigars to him." 


“We arrived in Odessa at around 3 p.m. A few minutes after 
aligning from the plane, a heavy downpour came. The 
passengers were all waiting for their baggage and trapped ina 
leaking shelter." 


"I drew my last two games with Bronstein and Tringov and 
clinched first place. Bronstein said even if I do not play for 10 
years, I will still be remembered for my victory in Odessa. Those 
nice words coming from a player whose worth and greatness I 
had practically denied, show the kind of person Bronstein is. He 
gave me a copy of his autobiography with a dedication saying: 
"Even if you say in this newspaper that you are a pupil of 
Botvinnik, I am still giving this book to you." 

"The closing ceremony was held in one of the biggest restaurants 
in Odessa. While the final standings were being announced the 
typical dancing and merriment of the nights in Odesa continued. 
Yefim Geller, who was born in Odesa, was one of the illustrious 
guests, as well as Baurinsky, whom the papers called the 
Campomanes or the Edmondson of the Soviet Union. By this, 
they meant that Baurinsky, though not president of the Soviet 
Chess Federation, wields more power and influence in Soviet 
Chess." 


"The official of the Sports Committee who was with us was a kind 
old man who did not understand one word of English. He 
frequented my room without an invitation and as a result, he 
smoked half of the five packs of the Dunhill cigarettes I bought in 
Singapore and downed almost one bottle of White Label Whiskey 
except for two shots I took to sanitize my throat. I gladly gave 
these to him, though, seeing how hungry he was for Western 
things. I even decided to sell him my old Seiko 5 watch for 30 
rubles after he told me he'd been dreaming of owning one like it. 
I wonder, though, if he treasured it. I'm more inclined to believe 
that it went into the black market, where the watch could easily 
command a price of 150 rubles." 


“Some came a full week early, by plane from their European or 
Russian homes; others flew to Romania and took a train or bus to 
their final destination in Odessa. We have sightings of Espig, 
Tringov, Bilek, Silva, and Paoli. Tarjan is on the way, looks like 
the games can begin. The first players have arrived in Odessa for 
the 17" Central Chess Club International Tournament, which 
starts the next day Sunday (opening ceremony, first round on 
Tuesday). The first to arrive was Lutz Espig, on July 27, emerging 
cheerfully from the plane and answering a journalist's question. 
“T think this is going to be an amazing tournament,” he said. The 
1971 titleholder Vladimir Savon also arrived on Thursday, 
accompanied by his second. James Tarjan flew from the US to 
Romania and then took a bus to Odessa. He was delighted by the 
beauty of the scenery, the mild, warm temperature, and the 
excellent food.” 


“Early in the morning, the taxi driver took me to the "inter-flight 
base of sailors". Because the hour was early (about 6), everything 
was Closed and I couldn’t get inside the venue and I had to sit on 
the bench until 8 a.m. Some prominent players came and then 
the settlement began. We were first offered a room in which the 
price was appropriate. In general, after half a day of ordeals, we 
were given a more or less decent room in which everything 
worked.” 


“The dining room is nearby and it was a real dining room of the 
Soviet period. It's good. But I don't like buckwheat porridge, so 
we, in principle, ate at least something, and others went to eat in 
other places. And it turned out on the second day of the stay a 
big plus about which no one mentioned in the travel agency and 
during the check-in. It turns out that the cost of the voucher 
already includes sanatorium treatment, which, of course, we did 
not hesitate to use. Well, not so hot what kind of treatment, but 
still massage, baths, oxygen cocktails, and physiotherapy, I 
would like to say special thanks to the pediatrician and nurses of 
the building. They were at their best. They were very friendly 
and responsive, even the prescribed medicines were given out 
and the doctor came all the time.” 


“The "base of sailors" itself is located in the center of Odessa, 
next to Arcadia. On the territory, there is a small old park and a 
playground. The beach could be reached on foot or 2 tram stops. 
It is also close to the city center, but I specifically chose a place 
where you can freely go to the city for a walk and see the sights.” 


GM Korchnoi in the Netherlands 


GM Viktor Korchnoi, a Soviet grandmaster, and the world's No. 2 
rated chess player, was originally in a line-up and withdrawn 
earlier and asked for political asylum in the Netherlands. 


The 45-year-old Leningrad player was supposed to fly to 
Frankfurt on his way to the Soviet Union for a tournament. 
Instead, he went to the aliens’ section of Amsterdam police 
headquarters and asked to stay, the police said. 


A spokesman for the Dutch Justice Ministry said Mr. Korchnoi 
then checked out of his hotel and moved to a secret address, 
where he would remain until there was a ruling on his asylum 
application, probably within two weeks. 


Mr. Korchnoi had stayed on after competing in a chess 
competition organized by the Dutch affiliate of International 


Business Machines, an event in which he shared first place with 
a young British player, Anthony Miles. 


“Tt will be extremely difficult to predict. I don’t think to stick to 
the ratings, but I see the four favorites as David Bronstein, 
Vladimir Savon, the young Lev Alburt, and the Filipino Rosendo 
Balinas Jr. Yes, Rosendo Balinas is too unpredictable. I saw the 
highlights of his games.” Korchnoi said. 


GM Viktor Korchnoi 


Mr. Korchnoi, ranked next to the world champion, Anatoly 
Karpov, among players competing on the international chess 
circuit, joins a growing list of Soviet artists and intellectuals who 
have defected, emigrated’ or been sent into exile in the West 
since the early 1960s. Among those who left most recently was 
the dissident historian, Andrei A. Amalrik, who arrived here on 
July 15 to begin exile in the West. 


Mr. Korchnoi, a rumpled, soft-spoken man, was several times 
Soviet champion. In chess circles, the lie is known as “the devil 
Korchnoi” for the intensity of his style and his arching eyebrows. 


Dutch officials said they did not know his reasons for leaving, but 
Mr. Korchnoi was known to be in Soviet disfavor because he had 
criticized Mr. Karpov. 


In the Candidates Matches in 1974. Mr. Korchnoi lost to Mr. 
Karpov for the chance to play Bobby Fischer of the United 
States, then the world champion. After the 3-2 loss.. Mr. 
Korchnoi told an interviewer that Mr. Karpov had an “extremely 
poor chess arsenal.” 


He also endorsed Mr. Fischer's demands for changes in 
international chess rules at a time when Soviet officials were 
attacking these demands. 


He was censured by the Soviet Chess Federation, which accused 
him of making “ill-considered and self-promoting statements.” 
Mr. Korchnoi eventually recanted and after six months returned 
to the international circuit, refraining from expressing his 
independent views. 


Mr. Fischer later withdrew from the chess scene, and Mr. Karpov 
obtained the title by default. 


Mr. Korchnoi has never played in the world championship. 
Before his loss to Mr. Karpov, he came closest in lass but lost to 
Boris Spassky in the finals. 


Dutch chess officials said Mr. Korchnoi appeared “happy and 
relaxed” throughout the tournament last week and had given no 
hint of any plans to defect. Over the weekend, he attended an 
official dinner for participants, and also appeared in a 
simultaneous chess exhibition in The Hague, scoring 37 victories. 
2 draws, and 1 loss in 40 games. 


Mr. Korchnoi was said to be “out” when a tournament official 
called at his hotel this morning to drive him and a fellow Soviet 
grandmaster, Ivan Gipslis. to the airport. 


“At the time, we had no idea he had defected,” the official said. 
“We thought he might turn up at the airport.” But Mr. Korchnoi 
did not put in an appearance and Mr. Gipslis left for home alone. 


Fails to show for flight home, 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 1908 


gi Foston Globe 


wife didn’t know of defection plan 


Soviet chess master seeks asylum 
in Amsterdam, goes into hiding 


Associated Press 


AMSTERDAM — Viktor Korchnoi, one 
of the world's top-rated chess players, 
dodged a flight home to the Soviet Union 
yesterday, went to Amsterdam police head- 
quarters and asked for political asylum in 
the Netherlands. 


Korchnoi, ranked next to world champi- 
on Anatoly Karpov among players compet- 
ing on the international chess circuit, joins 
a growing list of Soviet artists and intellec- 
tuals who have defected, emigrated, or been 


sent into exile in the West since the early. 


1960s, 

The 45-year-old grandmaster from Len- 
ingrad was supposed to fly to Frankfurt, 
West Germany, en route to the Soviet 
Union after a tournament here. 


A spokesmen for the Dutch justice min- 
istry said Korchnoi checked out of his Am- 
sterdam hotel and moved to a secret 
address, where he would remain until a rul- 
ing is made on his asylum application. That 
was expected within two weeks. 


Bela Korchnoi, who was at home in Len- 
ingrad, told a reporter by telephone she had 
had no idea her husband did not plan to re- 
turn from the tournament, 


“What can I say? Life goes on,” she said, 
when asked about future plans, 


The couple has a 17-year-old son, Igor. 


A rumpled, soft-spoken man, Korchnoi 
was Soviet champion several times. In 
chess circles, he is known as “the devil 
Korchnoi” for the intensity of his style and 
his arching eyebrows. 


Dutch officials said they did not know 
his reasons for leaving, but Korchnoi was 
known to be in disfavor in the Soviet sports 
world because he has criticized Karpov. 


In the world challengers final in 1974, 
Korchnoi lost to Karpov for a chance to 
play Bobby Fischer of the United States, 
then the world champion. After the 3-2 loss, 
Korchnoi told an interviewer Karpov had 
an “extremely poor chess arsenal.” 

He also endorsed Fischer's demands for 
changes in international chess rules at a 
time when Soviet officials were attacking 
those demands, 


He was censured by the Soviet Chess 
Federation, which accused him of making 
“ill-considered and self-promoting state- 
ments.” Korchnoi eventually recanted, and, 
after six months of hibernation, returned to 
the international circuit, He has since re- 
frained from expressing his independent 
views. 

Fischer later withdrew from the chess 
scene, and Karpov got the world title by 
default. 

Korchnoi has never played for the world 
championship. Before his loss to Karpov, he 
came closest in 1968, but lost to Boris Spas- 
sky in the finals. 


Korchnoi had stayed on in Holland after 
competing in a chess competition organized 
by the Dutch affiliate of IBM, an event in 
which he shared first place with the young 
British player Anthony Miles. 


Dutch chess officials said Korchnoi 
appeared happy and relaxed throughout the 
tournament and gave no hint of any plans 
to defect. 

Korchnoi was said to be out when a tour- 
nament official called at his hotel yesterday 
morning to drive him and fellow Soviet 
grandmaster Ivan Gipslis to the airport. 


“At the time, we had no idea he had 
defected,” the official said. “We thought he 
might turn up at the airport.” 


The news of the defection caused a stir 


VIKTOR KORCHNOI 
«+. in disfavor in Russia 


at the Bienne Interzonal Chess tournament 
in Switzerland attended by three former 
Soviet world champions and several other 
Russians. 


“I don't understand it. I don't under- 
stand it," Viktor Baturinsky, head of the 
Soviet delegation and vice president of the 
Soviet Chess Federation, said. 


Danish grandmaster Bent Larsen said 
the defection was Korchnoi's “answer to the 
unfair treatment he has received for several 
years from Soviet chess officials. 


“He was just fed up with being constant- 
ly confronted with obstacles because Kar- 
pov is the preferred favorite of Soviet 
officials.” 


Douglas Griffin’s Translation of this article 


Pocendo Baaunac: 
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Yy COBETCKHX 
W TOB 


From Magazine ‘64’ (No 35, 1976) 
I LEARNED FROM THE SOVIET CHESS PLAYERS 


The Filippino chess player Rosendo Balinas is usually 
determined only to win, but on the final day of the international 
tournament in Odessa, a draw suited him and his opponent 
Tringov perfectly. The chess lovers filling the sailors’ Palace were 
in no doubt that the Filippino would achieve it. So it turned out. 
Playing the Exchange Variation in the Spanish Game, Balinas 
offered a draw soon after the opening. The Bulgarian 
grandmaster had nothing against a peace agreement and was the 
first to congratulate his likable opponent from far-off Manila for 
his remarkable victory in the traditional tournament of the USSR 
Central Chess Club. 

Immediately after the finish of this, the most important 
game of the final round, we managed to interview the 
tournament winner by telephone. 


- “Tam of course very happy that I succeeded in taking first 
place”, said Balinas. “The sporting struggle developed favorably 
for me - I managed to take the lead from the very start. 
Nonetheless, the tournament proved to be very difficult. The 
strong and even make-up of the participants forced everyone to 
play at ‘full voltage’ - a struggle was in progress for every half- 
point. 


The 13" round played a decisive role in the dispute for first 
place; in it, I was able to defeat my main competitor for the 
tournament, grandmaster Savon. This was a very nervous, 
uncompromising game, the outcome of which was decided in 
mutual time trouble. Having won this tense encounter, I finally 
believed that I could take first place”. 


- “You exceeded the grandmaster norm in Odessa by a point. 
Is this your first norm?” 


- “Yes, but in the tournament in Manila during the autumn 
of last year, in which both winners of the current Interzonal 
tournaments - Mecking and Larsen - were appearing, I was only 
a half-point short of the grandmaster norm. There, I had to pick 
up one point out of the final three rounds, but I made only a 
single draw. ” 


Replying to the question about his chess studies, Balinas 
noted that he had above all studied the games of Mikhail 
Botvinnik and other Soviet chess players. Familiarity with the 
games of the strongest chess players of the west also helped him 
to develop as a chess player. 


Balinas has met famous chess players on the board on many 
occasions. He managed to play with Fischer. This was in 1967 
when the American grandmaster visited the Philippines. The 
future vice-president of FIDE, Florencio Campomanes, organized 
an unusual event - Robert Fischer played against ten Filippino 
chess players over the course of a week. Among them was 
Balinas. His game against the American grandmaster ended ina 
draw. 


Readers of ‘64’ possibly already know that Balinas is 30 
years old. By profession he is a lawyer - he works in legal 
practice. At home, he has practically no free time remaining in 
which to systematically engage himself with chess. On the other 


hand, in tournaments, Balinas makes up for this omission. The 
participants in the present tournament paid attention to the fact 
that Filippino brought many chess books and magazines with 
him, and prepared very seriously for each game. Such 
preparation undoubtedly helped him to achieve success. 


We asked the Filippino chess player which of his games in 
Odessa tournament he considered best. 


- “The most interesting was my encounter with Espig” 
replied Balinas. The game was played in the 6" round when we 
were both in the leading group. Already in the opening, there 
arose a complicated and sharp position, which was very difficult 
to assess. After the exchange of queens, I was able to create an 
attack on the enemy king, but the outcome of the struggle 
remained unclear almost to the very end.” - Yu Karzhavin. 


BALINAS’S AWESOME PERFORMANCE AND GAMES 


The 17 Central Chess Club International Tournament got 
underway in Odessa, Russia. The event is being held at the 
Moriakov Hall Orchestra Center and it features three of the top 
Russian players. 


The player of this year is no stranger to Odessa. Russian 
powerhouse Vladimir Savon 1971 Russian absolute champion 
along with David Bronstein must be considered strong favorites. 
Bronstein, more than any other player, has come closest but yet 
so far from a tilt at the World Title he is a serious contender for 
first place. The eye here will be on Vladimir Savon who seems to 
have the talent and willpower he is regarded as a difficult 
opponent to beat. And has already won two previous 
tournaments, leading to contesting three International 
tournaments this year. The rising star Lev Alburt, is regarded as 
a resourceful fighter and accurate remains to be seen in any 
tournament in Russia. IM James Tarjan of the USA perhaps is an 
outside favorite - a real dark horse. 


Out of the non-Russians, Filipino International Master Rosendo 
Balinas Jr. has a track record of taking on the top players of the 
world. Fischer, Larsen, Gligoric, Pachman, Polugaevsky, 
Petrosian, and many others with successful, and thus earned the 


epithet of the strongest non-Russian chess player. The other 
three non-Russian players recently gained the coveted 
Grandmaster title by qualifying for this tournament. 


In one of the strongest tournaments of all time, Rosendo Balinas 
Jr. outclasses the world’s best Grandmasters and International 
Masters and captures first prize, 1 point ahead of his arch-rivals 
Lev Alburt and Vladimir Savon. 


The contest of chess gladiators in Odessa will be remembered for 
many years to come by chess fans. The 34-year-old champion 
Rosendo Balinas Jr. surpassed the spirit of the 15 best 
competitive participants in Odessa, Russia. 


The Combatants: 


. GM Savon (RUS) 2545 
. GM Bronstein (RUS) 2540 
. IM Alburt (RUS) 2520 
. GM Lutikov (RUS) 2500 
. GM Tukmakov (RUS) 2490 

. GM Tringov (BUL) 2490 

. IM Tarjan (US) 2490 
. GM Espig (GER) 2480 
. GM Plachetka (CZE) 2470 
10. GM Bilek (HUN) 2460 
11. IM Tseitlin (URS) 2450 
12. IM Lerner (URS) 2430 
13. IM Ignatiev (RUS) 2415 


O oNQqJAAUWUWNe 


14. IM Balinas (PHI) 2365 
15. IM Paoli (ITA) 2365 
16. IM Silva (POR) 2340 


Round 1 


Most of the bets were being placed on the three horses, 
Bronstein, Savon, and Tukmakov. “This tournament is different, 
It seems that we have all come here in search of victory,” said 
the 26-year-old American International Master, James Edward 
Tarjan, who immediately justified his inclusion in the tournament 
with a win against Gregory Tringov. Hungary’s top player Istvan 
Bilek beats Ignatiev on one side of the board with his direct 
aggression. The Filipino drew his game against highly favored 
Soviet grandmaster Vladimir Tukmakov. Lutikov gets stunned by 
his countryman Vladimir Savon in their Sicilian encounter. 
Lerner gets stuck into Silvas’s Sicilian and whips up a kingside 
attack and pressure on the f6-square for an awkward pin. This 
forces Silva to trade his Bishop for two pawns in order to mount 
his center with massive pawns, but Lerner finds a way and puts 
Silva’s static pawn chain and mops up the whole point. 
Bronstein, Plachetka, Tseitlin, and Alburt split their points. 
Germany’s Espig outplays IM Paoli in another Sicilian demolition. 


Tukmakov, Vladimir is a Ukrainian chess grandmaster. He 
gained the Grandmaster title in 1972. His career first blossomed 
when he helped and then led the USSR to consecutive wins of 
the World Student Team Championship from 1966 to 1972, 
winning nine gold medals along the way. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, he progressed to the senior Soviet 
Russian team and was again on the multiple gold medal-winning 
trail. In his only Olympiad appearance in 1984, he took team 
gold, and in 1973, 1983, and 1989 he played in the European 
Team Chess Championship, where his collective haul was an 
amazing 5 (three teams and two individual) gold medals. 

In international tournaments, his best results include second 
place (after Fischer) at Buenos Aires in 1970, 2nd (after Karpov) 
at Madrid in 1973, 1st= (with Jansa and Ivkov) at the IBM 
Amsterdam tournament in 1974, 1st at Decin 1977, 1st= (with 
Sax) at Las Palmas 1978, 1st at Vilnius 1978 (ahead of Tigran 
Petrosian) and 1st at Malta 1980. At Yerevan 1982, he was 2nd 
(after Yusupov), at Tilburg 1984, 2nd= (after Miles). Tukmakov 
also won the strong Lugano Open in 1985 and the 30th Reggio 
Emilia tournament 1987/88; at Amsterdam OHRA-B (Open) 1990, 
shared first place with Judit Polgar. He won the Canadian Open 
Chess Championship in 1989 and 1994. 


At the Gijon (active) tournament of 1988, he showed he was a 
fine player of rapid chess too, finishing joint-first with Anatoly 
Karpov. Of his many attempts to become Soviet champion, he 
came very close on three occasions; at Riga in 1970, Baku in 
1972, and at Moscow in 1983, where he finished behind 
Korchnoi, Tal, and Karpov respectively. He was however the 
national champion of Ukraine in 1970. 


At the momentous London 1984 Russia (USSR) vs Rest of the 
World clash, he made a surprising, but important contribution. 
Starting as a lowly reserve for the 


USSR team, he was twice asked to substitute for Smyslov on 
board 4 and then once for Polugaevsky on board 3. The outcome 


was that he delivered the team a useful net-plus score against 
Ljubojević (one win and one draw) and Korchnoi (draw). Much 
less active as a player nowadays, Tukmakov nevertheless retains 
a competitive Elo rating (2551 in October 2007). Competing at 
the very strong Odessa rapid tournament of 2007, he got off toa 
flying start, drawing with Korchnoi and defeating the highly 
rated Smirin and Bacrot. Sadly, tiredness then took over and he 
lost the remainder of his games. 

He was a non-playing captain with the victorious Ukraine team at 
the 36th Chess Olympiad in Calvia (2004). In the same year, he 
was awarded the title of FIDE Senior Trainer. 

Anish Giri, a Dutch grandmaster, started working with Tukmakov 
in 2014. 


GM Tukmakov, V. (2490) - IM Balinas, R. (2365) 
Odessa 1976 
Round 1 
Ruy Lopez, closed, Breyer, Borisenko variation 


[Notes by GM Antonio Jr.] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-O b5 6.Bb3 Be7 
7.Re1 d6 8.c3 O-O 9.h3 Thousands of games between the 
world’s strongest players have reached this position. Black has 
many different moves at his disposal, all leading to well-known 
variations. 9. ...Nb8 The Breyer system. 10.d4 Nbd7 11.Nbd2 
Bb7 12.Bc2 Re8 13.Nf1 The aggressive 13.a4 Bf8 14.Bd3 c6 
15.b3 g6 16.Bd2 Nh5 17.Qc2 Nf4 18.Bf1 Bg7 19.g3 Ne6 20.axb5 
axb5 = with equal game Lluch - Bitoon, Cebu 1992 13. ...Bf8 
14.Ng3 Nb6 15.Bg5?! I regard the natural 15.d5 as better. 15. 
..n6 16.dxe5 hxg5 17.exf6 Qxf6 18.Qc1 Be7 19.Nf5 Bd8 
20.Ne3 Qh6? Possibly without much assent, Black is drifting 
deeper into an adventure. 
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Positions after 21. ...Qh6 


21.Qd2?! “White has to decide on his scheme of development. 
The rather simple is 21.Ng4 Qh5 22.Qd1 Kf8 23.e5 Be7 24.Qd3 
dxe5 25.Nfxe5 Rad8 26.Qf5 Bd5 27.Be4 Rd6 +- Just like that, 
White has a decisive advantage.” - Balinas 

21, ..Qh5 22.Rad1 Kf8 23.Ng4 Nc4 24.Qc1 Bc8 25.b3 Ne5S 


26.Nfxe5 dxe5 A difficult and uncompromising fight. 27.Ne3 g4 


28.hxg4 Bxg4 29.Rd3 Bg5 30.Bd1 Bxd1 31.Qxd1 Qxd1 
32.Rexd1 Bxe3 33.Rxe3 Rad& 34.Red3 Ke7 draw agreed %2- 
1⁄2 


Round 2 


At the beginning of the 2nd round of the 17th Central Chess 
Club, a special guest paid a visit to the playing venue. The 
famous Ukrainian legend, GM Efim Petrovich Geller, currently 
coaching the national team of Russia, entered the playing hall 
and posed for several photographs. 

Meanwhile, on the chess boards, Soviet-born Israeli IM Mark 
Tseitlin outplayed the still reigning Russian champion GM 
Vladimir Savon in 40 moves of the Sicilian, Canal - Sokolsky 
attack. Savon sacrificed a pawn and stood slightly better with 
black but in the time trouble, he allowed his opponent to 


complicate matters and create some threats. Soon after, an 
arbiter informed that Savon didn't resign - he actually lost on 
time. 


The Ukrainian couldn't get up from the table for almost an hour. 
He stared at the pieces and analyzed them with his second. 
Despite the rule that all players should leave the hall 
immediately after the end of their games, nobody bothered (or 
maybe nobody had the heart) to escort Vlady to the doors. All 
that while Balinas was engaged in the wild game against Bilek 
right behind Vlady’s back on the second board. 


Bilek, Istvan was a Hungarian chess grandmaster. He was a 
three-time Hungarian Chess Champion (1963, 1965, and 1970), 
and he played in interzonal in 1962 and 1964. His most 
successful tournaments 

were Balatonfured (1960), Salgótarján (1967), 

and Debrecen (1970). He placed first in all three. Bilek played on 
the Hungarian team in nine Chess Olympiads (1958 through 
1974), earning three individual medals: silver on board 4 

in 1962, bronze on board 3 in 1966, and silver on board 2 

in 1972. 


Bilek was awarded the International Master title in 1958 and the 
GM title in 1962. 


IM Balinas, R. (2365) - GM Bilek, I. (2556) 
Odessa 1976 
Round 2 
Sicilian Hungarian variation 


[Notes by GM Balinas Jr. & GM Antonio Jr] 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 g6 The Hungarian variation as black, there are 
many things that black can do. You as black, have to seize the 
opportunity and develop just as you like, maybe occupying the 
center that white is not. However, there are also more options, 
you can play a king’s Indian defense setup, or maybe witha 
Sicilian if you like. You have to be aware that most of the time 
white is going to play with d3 and e4 unless he goes for the 
English. 3.d4 Bg7 4.Nc3 cxd4 5.Nxd4 Nc6 6.Be3 Nf6 7.Nxc6 
To sum up: this was a flawed game. From the position that looked 
quite equal, White managed to seize the initiative through a 
series of accurate moves but then failed to select the best way to 
prosecute his advantage (7.Bc4!, instead of 7.Nxc6). I’m only 
guessing, but perhaps Balinas was in mind to play safe and not 
allow to complicate the game.7.Bc4 Qa5 8.0-0 0-0 9.Bb3 d6 10.h3 
Bd7 11.f4 Rac8 12.Qf3 Nxd4 13.Bxd4 Bc6 14.Rad1 Nd7 15.Bxg7 
Kxg7 16.Qd3 g with a slight plus for White. 7. ...bxc6 8.e5 
Nd5!? 9.Nxd5 cxd5 10.Qxd5 Rb8 Black keeps his options 
open. “This position requires lengthy analysis but it can be 
appreciated that the black queen still creates problems.” - 


Balinas 


Positions after 10. ...Rb8 


11.Bc4 Played after 45 minutes think. Balinas doesn’t gamble. 
Let’s examine: 11.Bxa7 Rxb2 12.Bd4 (12.Bd3 is met by 12. ...Bb7 
13.Qd4 Qa5+! -+) 12. ...Rxc2 13.Bd3 e6 14.Qa8 Rc6 15.Bb5 
[15.0-0] 15. ...Ra6! 16.Bxa6 Qa5+ 17.Kf1 0-0 18.Qa7 Bxa6+ 
19.Kg1 Bxe5 20.h4 Qd5 21.Bxe5 Bb7! 22.Rh2 gn The only move. 
22. ...Qxe5 23.Rd1 Bc6 œ 11. ...0-O 11. ...e6 Still there isa 
hidden surprise in the variation. If Black tries to liquidate the 
center pawn, the play might continue 12.Qc5 A crucial decision. 
Balinas had worked this out response earlier and was double- 
checking variations. 12. ...Bb7 13.0-0 Rc8 14.Qb4 Qc7 15.Bb5 
Bxe5 16.Rfd1 Bc6 etc. Bad is 16. ...Bxh2+?? 17.Kh1 Bd5 
18.Rxd5! exd5 19.Re1 Be5 20.Bg5 f6 21.Bxf6 is fatal. 12.Bxa7 
Bb7 13.Qd2 Bxg2 14.Rg1 Rc8 15.Bb3 Bf3 16.Rg3 Bh5 
17.Bd4 e6 18.f3 Up to this point, white is better. But 18.a4! 
Would give black trouble. 18. ...Qc7 19.Qe3? Rb8 The correct 
continuation is 19. ...f6 20.exf6 Bxf6 21.Bxf6 Rxf6 gives black a 
plus. 20.c4?! Played instantly, Balinas was down to a mere 20 
minutes for the time control at move 40. 20. ...Qa5+ 20. ...f6 is 
still playable here. 21.Qc3 Qd8 22.0-0-O Qh4 23.Qd2 Rfc8 
24.Kb1 Rc6 25.Bc3 g5 26.Qxd7 Bg6+ 27.Kal Rcc8 28.Rg4 
Qxh2 29.Rxg5 Qf4 30.Rdg1 Rd8 Due to the time limit, I have 


10 minutes left on my clock and offered a draw which Bilek 
accepted 2-12 


Ukrainian GM Efim Geller visits the Hall in the late afternoon 


Round 3 


Vladimir Savon defeated Lev Alburt in the 30 moves of Alekhine’s 
defense to avenge the painful loss in the second round. Tseitlin 
drew his game against David Bronstein in the 52"! move of 
Trompovsky's attack. The Filipino Rosendo Balinas got his first 
win against Enrico Paoli in the black side of the Scotch game 


The second table saw the clash between Konstantin Lerner who 
easily dismantled Felix Ignatiev’s Caro-Kann defense in 54" 
moves. The American International master James Tarjan 
cemented his two points over grandmaster Bilek who got short- 
circuit in time trouble. The clash between Silva-Espig, Tringov- 
Lutikov, and Tukmakov-Plachetka drew their games. 


Paoli, Enrico was an Italian International chess master. He was 
born in Trieste, Italy, and learned chess when he was nine years 
old. He was the winner of international tournaments in Vienna 
(1951) and Imperia (1959). Paoli won his last Italian 
Championship at age 60; and organized the famous Reggio 
Emilia chess tournament. 


He beat Soviet GM Alexander Kotov with the black pieces in 
Venice in 1950 but missed receiving the Grandmaster title by 
only half a point at a tournament in 1969. He was awarded an 
honorary grandmaster title in 1996 by FIDE. 


IM Paoli, E. (2265) - IM Balinas, R. (2365) 
Odessa 1976 
Round 3 
King's Pawn game 


[Notes by GM Balinas Jr. & GM Antonio Jr] 


1.e4 e5 Nigel Davies: 1...e5 is arguably the simplest and most 
logical reply to 1.e4, taking space in the center and opening 
diagonals for the queen and bishop. It has been played by every 
world champion in the history of the game, and many of them 
played nothing else. Yet despite this great pedigree, many 
players, especially at club level, are simply afraid to play it! Why? 


Because of the ocean of possibilities. Besides various forms of 
the Ruy Lopez, there are a number of other major openings, not 
to mention a bunch of dangerous gambits. This was my thinking 
for many years. I occasionally played 1...e5 but, with a view to 
‘avoiding' sharp theoretical lines, I usually played the Pirc or 
Modern Defence. The turning point came when the former Soviet 
Champion Lev Psakhis once explained to me that an extensive 
grounding in the Ruy Lopez was essential if you want to develop 
your game. He added that in Russia it was said that the one 
failing of Lev Polugaevsky was that he never received this 


education. 

From that moment I resolved to start playing more games with 
1.e4 e5 and to phase out the Modern Defence, with which my 
results against strong players were lackluster. My results with 
Black against 1.e4 improved and within two years I gained the 
Grandmaster title. I attribute much of this achievement to 
Psakhis' advice and my belated education in the classics. 2.Nf3 
Nc6 3.Bc4 d6 4.d4 Nxd4 5.Nxd4 exd4 6.Qxd4 In this position, 
White has the upper hand due to his time [Bc4 and Qd4]. In the 
opening, it is important to gain more time than making 
unnecessary pawn moves. 6. ...Qf6 7.Be3 Qxd4 8.Bxd4 Still, 
white stands better. 8. ...Be6 9.Nd2 Much better is 9.Na3 with 
the idea of Nb5 9. ...0-O-O 10.0-O-O Nf6 11.Bd3?! White may 
gain some advantage in some of these lines after 11.Bxa7!? buta 
precise calculation is required. Let's take a look: 11.Bxa7 Bxc4 
12.Nxc4 Nxe4 13.Rhe1 Ng5 14.f4 Ne6 15.f5 Ng4 16.g3 Nh3 
17.Bd4 g If this pawn sacrifice were the only way forward, 
Balinas would surely have analyzed it deeply, but there is no 
need for radical measures. White simply plans to carry on 
increasing his activity. Meanwhile, the pawn sacrifice with a7 is 
not ruled out. 11. ...a6 12.f4 Be7 Balinas: There was nothing 
better. If 12. ...d5!? 13.e5 Ne4!? 14.Nxe4 dxe4 15.Bxe4 Bxa2!? 
16.b3 Ba3+ 17.Bb2 Bcd and with proper play, White will win. I 
do not give the variations because they are very long and 
complicated. 13.h3 h6 14.c4 Bd7 Still Nh5 is playable here, 14. 
...Nh5 15.Rhf1 Bf6 is even. 15.g4 Bc6 16.Rhel1 Rhg& Black 
improves the placing of his pieces once again. He just needs to 
strengthen his position a little more to consolidate white's 
advantage. 17.Bc3 Nd7 18.Nf3 Nc5 19.Nd4 Bd7 20.Bc2 
Balinas: Perhaps 20.Nf5 Bxf5 21.exf5 Bh4 22.Re3 The position is 
very interesting and difficult. White has several continuations, 
but it is not easy to pick out the best. 20. ...Rde8 21.b3 Bf6é 
22.Kb2 b5 Balinas: A mistake, the cause of most of my future 
trouble. I saw at that time that 22. ...h5! seemed the proper 
continuation. 23.b4?! Balinas: Paoli pointed out that 23.e5 dxe5 
24.fxe5 Bxe5 25.Nxb5 Bxc3+ 26.Nxc3 gives the white a slight 
edge. White indeed obtains small plus, but his kingside pawns 
are weak and I decided to do something about that. 23. ...Ne6 
24.Nxe6 Bxc3+ 25.Kxc3 Bxe6? 


Balinas: Correct was 25. ...Rxe6 I do not know. Certainly, at that 
time, I thought that Bxe6 was better. 26.cxb5 axb5 27.a4 Bd7 
28.a5 f6 29.Bb3 Rgf8 30.Rd4 Re7 


z 
Ma 
AA 
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Positions after 30. ...Re7 


Balinas: Again, a mistake. 30. ...f5! was the right move giving 
black equal chances. 31.Kd3? Balinas: Paoli spent eight minutes 
shaking his head and cursing to himself. With plenty of time on 
his clock, Paoli makes a tiny-but crucial slip that costs his game. 
31. ...c5! Remarkably, this tiny move saves the game. 32.Rc1 
c4+ 33.Ke3 Rfe& 34.Bc2 Bc6 Black is well on his way to a 
successful regrouping of his pieces. Balinas: The evaluation of 
the position then revolves around how Black will solve his central 
problems, particularly the e4-pawn. 35.Kf3 Kc7 36.Rf1? Bb7 
37.h4 d5 38.exd5 Kd6! This move gets my respect because I 
completely missed it! 39.Rf2 Re3+ 40.Kg2 Bxd5+ 41.Kh2 
Re2 42.Rd2? It is Black favors now. 42. ...Rxd2 42. ...Rel 43.f5 
Rhi+ 44.Kg3 Re3+ 45.Kf4 Rhh3 -+ White walks into a mating 
net. 43.Rxd2 c3 44.Rf2 Rel 45.g5 Be4 46.gxh6 gxh6 47.Kg3 
Kd5 48.Bb3+ Kd4 The King marches down to support the 
passed pawn. 49.a6 Rg1+ 50.Kh3 Rb1 51.Bc2 Bxc2 52.Rxc2 Ral 
53.a7 Kd3 54.Rc1 Rxa7 55.Kg4 c2 56.Kf5 Ra4 57.Kxf6 Rxb4 58.f5 
Rb1 0-1 


All quiet in the Moriakov Hall, IM Balinas in-depth thought 


